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Pest Management 

 Advisory Committee 

 Minutes 
 
 
 

Date Tuesday 14 November 2023, 1.30pm – 3.00pm 

Place TRC Boardroom, 45 Mabel Street, Atherton 

 
 

Attendance 

Name Role Present Apologies 

Angus McLeod WTMA  Y 

Andrew Lilly FNQ Weed Services  Y 

Andrew Wood Malanda Landcare Y  

Bailey Hoch TMR  Y 

Brian Weinert QPWS  Y 

Christopher Mooney DoR   

Dave Bilney Committee Chair, Councillor, TRC Y  

David Blair Yungaburra Landcare  Y 

Evizel Seymour Terrain NRM  Y 

Graham Weinert Mareeba Shire Council   

Greg Binnie Malanda Beef Plan Group Y  

Howard Smith Bega Y  

Ken Goleby TRC Y  

Mario DiCarlo DAF Y  

Miki Bradley QPWS Y  

Teesha Wellington NQLMS   

Travis Sydes Regional Natural Asset Management and 
Sustainability Coordinator, FNQROC 

Y  

Tudor Tanase Manager Environment and Natural Resources, TRC Y  

 
 
Guests:  Dr Daniel Montesinos (JCU) 
  Gordon Carcary (MBPG) 
  Brian and Helen Poulos (Feral Management Qld) 
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Confirmation of 

minutes 

Minutes of 8 August 2023 meeting 

Mover:           Travis Sydes                                Seconded:         Greg Binnie                           Carried 

 
 

No. Agenda item Responsible 

1 Guest presentation: Dr Daniel Montesinos - JCU / Australian Tropical 
Herbarium - Opportunities for collaboration 
 

• Daniel Montesinos is a weed ecologist at the Australian Tropical Herbarium, 
James Cook University. Contact details are 0402548340, 
daniel.montesinos@jcu.edu.au. 

• He can provide with weed and plant ID services through the ATH. He will 
start offering regular WeedID workshops starting 2024. 

• ATH-JCU secured funding to build a small plant quarantine glasshouse in 
Smithfield during 2024. This will support research, but it will also provide 
quarantine services to external parties. For instance, new crop varieties or 
other live plants could be imported directly via this approved arrangement, 
instead of faraway quarantine facilities. 

• Daniel is interested in developing small research projects with interested 
parties to tackle specific problems with specific weeds. Daniel can offer his 
time in-kind to be matched with whichever other small in-kind materials or 
contributions might be needed. Reach out to him to discuss potential ideas.  

• Updates about workshops and glasshouse will be sent during 2024 as 
things develop. 

• Please refer to additional information ATTACHED. 
 

Dr Daniel 
Montesinos 

(JCU) 

2 Agricultural Advisory Committee recommendation 
 
Background and detail of Ag Committee meeting of 20 October 2023 and motion 
which will be tabled at the November Council Ordinary meeting 
 
Motion1: that the PMAC supports the Ag Committee motion number 2 pending 
detailed consideration of feasible options, including development of 
interactive weed mapping to improve information exchange between all TRC 
staff and landholders.   
Moved:      Howard Smith                          Seconded:  Andrew Wood                 Carried 
 

TRC 

3 TRC pest management update (Aug – Oct 2023) 
 
Feral Animal Management 

• Dog Baiting & Trapping 

• 7 station baits over 1000Kg of dog strength 

• 1 local coordinated bait with MBPG with 38 landholders and 900 baits 
of dog strength 

• 5 single property baits  

• Dog trap loaned to 1 landholder. 
 

• Pig Trapping  

• 2 pig trap has been loaned out over three months to 2 landholders. 

• 1 Rabbit cat trap lent  
 

• Rabbit virus release on the 9.11.23 with 19 landholders involved. 
 
Weed management.  
 

• Fireweed control 6-day 3 staff 

• Bellyache bush 1 days 2 staff 
 

TRC 

mailto:daniel.montesinos@jcu.edu.au
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• Navua Sedge: Ongoing roadside spraying with both Main and local roads 
30 days of treatment 1-3 staff 

 

• Broadleaf weeds over 7 days of various species controlled by 3 staff. 
 

• Giant rats’ tail and Gamba grasses 

• GRT sprayed roadside 2 staff over 5 days. 

• Gamba grass control 1 days 2 staff 
 

• Parthenium weed and Lions tail 2 day by 2 staff at known locations of 
Parthenium. 

• Lions tail 2-day 2 staff 
 

• Turbina, Madeira control at various sites 1 days 2 staff 
 

• White ball Acacia 1 day 2 staff 
 

• Prickly Acacia 1 day 2 staff 
 
 
Other items 
 

o Fire Ops  12 days 2-4 staff 
 

o Electric ant surveys 2 days 4 staff 
 

o Numerous Customer requests with information advice and control. 
 

o Malanda Landcare help with new project Malanda 2 staff 2 days. 
 

o TMR road survey for weeds on contract requirements 4 days 2 staff 
 

o Weed symposium Dalby for Ken networking and gaining new ideas 
and weeds. 

 
o Trainee involved in Indigenous youth leader’s forum Brisbane. 

 
 
TMR roadside weed management contract finalised and executed 

 
TRC motion to LGAQ was passed at 2023 Annual Conference: 

 
 
 

4 Agency updates 
 

All 
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Malanda Landcare: 
Update on North Johnstone River project. Aboriginal sites need to be considered 
during work planning. 
 
DAF: 

• White ball acacia: Rocky Creek, Walkamin, Southedge. Very good progress 
at Rocky Creek, done with DoR and TRC assistance, will be burnt next year. 

• Enforcement: presence at markets. Will also target TRC markets 

• Cecropia: high resolution drone work. Surveyed 835ha by drone. Intended 
to use AI to identify weeds.  

 
 
QPWS: 

• Brian Wienert is now Resource Ranger for Tablelands – permanent and will 
be on PMAC 

• Control of Mt Baldy Siam infestation going well 

• New infestation on Barron River Rd – survey over next few weeks 

• Turbina – Geoff Onus doing Mabi forest survey at Curtain Fig. No mature 
plants at previous survey. 

• Wild dog and cat – camera trapping to determine whether Dingo or 
crossbreeds.  

• Remote trigger pig trapping at Ravenshoe forest.  

• Applied for threatened species grants – Brood Frog – sound recognition – 
at Millstream/Ravenshoe/Bluff locations. Working with JCU who also 
applied.  

 
MBPG: 
 

• Dog baiting program with TRC, looking at doing it 2x/year. Moderate to 
small uptake of bait reported 

• Discussed opportunity to have TRC officers attend MBPG meetings  
 
Motion 2: that Council consider the installation of automated washdown 
facilities to improve the uptake and efficiency of weed seed prevention  
 
Moved: Greg Binnie          Seconded: Andrew Wood       Carried 
 
Bega: 
 
Business as usual, with Navua sedge of principle concern 
Action: send Ubeniq and Sempra information to Howard 
 
Guest presentation: Feral Management Queensland (Helen and Brian): 
 
Pests lead to weed problems. Potential emerging issues with pets turning feral (e.g. 
abandoned cats). Volunteer service available to assist. Can deal with the 
destruction of animal pests. Need information, need written permission to access. 
Can tailor services to client requirements. Humane destruction. Trail camera 
monitoring. Collect, process and forward data. Insured. Further information is 
ATTACHED.  
 

5 General business 
 
none 
 
 

All 

 
 

No. Action items from previous meetings Responsible Completed 
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Meeting Close 3.40pm 

Next Meeting Tuesday ______TBC___________ , 1.30-3.00pm, Atherton Boardroom  

 
 
 

Attachments 1. Navua Trial 2023 
2. Introducing Feral Management Queensland 

 
 
1. 
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2.  
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